Case Study Assignments: BIO111 and BIO112

The purpose of a case study assignment is to apply the theories you are learning. You are drawing conclusions based on information, just as if you were the scientist involved in the study.
 
For each case study, you are required to turn in a written assessment.  The assessment is similar to a lab report, in that it will include data and your analysis of the data.  You may be provided with a summary sheet for the study itself, but be aware that this is NOT the report.  Your report must include the following sections, and should be word-processed, neat, clear and understandable.   In addition, the purpose of the case study is THINKING, so show that in your conclusions!
Grading criteria: 
Introduction and Presentation of Relevant Information (20%)
In your introduction, you should describe what the problem or topic being studied is, as well as what is already known before the data is collected (background information).  Any sources used should be cited properly both within the paragraph and in a reference appendix.  You should include picture(s), graphs or other diagrams that illustrate the background information or topic.  Be sure to properly cite any images that you use.
Data/Observations (20%) 
Discuss and present all the data observed and collected in doing the interpretation for this study.  The method used to collect the data should be included in this section.  This does NOT mean “I watched a video”, but does mean you should discuss how the people in the video collected the data.  Data may be presented with tables, graphs or other diagrams, but this section should ALSO include a discussion of the trends observed in the data itself.  Any assumptions used or made in collection of this data should also be included in the discussion.
Conclusion (50%)
The meat of your paper!  Interpret the data.  Use the trends you discussed in your data section to make a clear, concise, and meaningful inference.  Reiterate pertinent data in your conclusions.  This is where you show your thinking skills.
Presentation and Citations (10%)
Appendices should contain any relevant materials like formulae used in interpretation and should also include citation of outside data used.  Any information that was not presented as part of the case study, but which was used in the interpretation or report should be cited in the text of the report, and in the appendix of that report.  Use MLA style to cite within the text.  A good resource for this style is the Purdue University OWL site (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/2/).  In the appendix, you should have a ‘works cited’ page (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/12/ ).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Your paper itself should be clean, neat and properly referenced.  It should show an understanding of the importance of background knowledge, methods of data collection and display, as well as your understanding of scientific concepts.  Each report for case studies is worth 20 points.
